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SCRUTINY COMMITTEE REPORT

To:   Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

Performance of Groups of Pupils in 2015 to 2016

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 The purpose of the report is to update the Council on the performance of groups of 
pupils in 2016

1.2 The performance of 
 boys and girls has improved
 pupils eligible for Free School Meals has improved
 pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) is variable
 Children and Young People Looked After remains some way below that of all other 

pupils.
 pupils achieving above the expected level remains below national averages
 Ethnic minority pupils is variable
 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) is variable

2.0 RECOMMENDATION that

2.1 the content of this report be discussed and noted.

3.0 WHERE WE WERE

3.1 At the time of the last inspection in November 2012 at all key stages, standards for 
learners were unsatisfactory. This included the performance of groups of pupils.

4.0 CURRENT POSITION: WHERE ARE WE NOW 2015 to 2016

4.1 Boys and girls
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 At Foundation phase, the gender gap has decreased in the Foundation Phase 
Outcome Indicator, Language, literacy and Communication skills in English and in 
mathematical development. The gap in the other areas of learning has increased. 
The performance of both boys and girls is now at or above the national average 
in all areas of learning except in Personal and social development where boys 
perform slightly below the welsh average.

 At Key stage 2, the gender gap has reduced in all subjects. The performance of 
both boys and girls is now at or above the national average in all core subjects 
except in English and Science where girls perform below the Welsh average.

 At Key stage 3, the gender gap has increased in all core subjects except Science.  
The rate of progress for girls and boys is faster than at a national level in English 
where the performance of both groups is now above the national average.

 At Key stage 4, the gender gap has decreased in all key indicators except the 
Level 1 threshold where the gap has increased. The performance of boys has 
improved in all key indicators except the Level 1 threshold. The performance of 
girls decreased in all key indicators except the Capped points score. 

4.2 Pupils’ eligibility for Free School Meals (FSM)

 Pupils not eligible for FSM outperform pupils eligible for FSM at each key stage. 

 At Foundation phase, 75.7% of pupils eligible for FSM achieved the Foundation 
phase outcome indicator in 2016 compared with 92.8% of pupils not eligible for 
FSM.  The performance of pupils eligible for FSM decreased slightly while the 
performance of pupils not eligible for FSM improved therefore the gap has 
increased from 12.1% to 17.2%.  The performance of both groups of pupils is at 
or above national averages

 At Key stage 2, 76.1% of pupils eligible for FSM achieved the core subject 
indicator in 2016 compared with 93.0% of pupils not eligible for FSM.  The 
performance of both groups of pupils has increased in 2016; pupils not eligible for 
FSM have improved at a faster rate therefore the gap has increased by 1.6%. 
The performance of pupils not eligible for FSM within Merthyr Tydfil CBC is above 
the performance of those pupils nationally.

 At Key stage 3, 74.4% of pupils eligible for FSM achieved the core subject 
indicator in 2016 compared with 90.3% of pupils not eligible for FSM.  The 
performance of both groups of pupils has increased in 2016; pupils eligible for 
FSM have improved at a faster rate therefore the gap has narrowed by 5.4%. The 
performance of both groups of pupils is above national averages.

 At Key stage 4, 41.2% of pupils eligible for FSM achieved the level 2 threshold 
including English\Welsh and mathematics in 2016 compared with 62.6% of pupils 
not eligible for FSM. The performance of both groups of pupils has increased in 
2016; the performance of pupils eligible for FSM has improved at a faster rate 
therefore the gap has narrowed since 2015. The performance of pupils eligible for 
FSM within Merthyr Tydfil CBC is now above the performance of pupils eligible 
for FSM nationally.  The difference between the performance of pupils not eligible 



for FSM within Merthyr Tydfil CBC and pupils not eligible for FSM nationally has 
reduced from 17.7% in 2012 to 4.2% in 2016.

4.3 Pupils achieving above the expected level

 At Foundation phase, the Merthyr Tydfil CBC average for pupils achieving 
outcome level 6+ increased in all areas of learning in 2016. The average for 
pupils achieving outcome level 6 or above was below the national average by 
between 0.4 to 5.5 percentage points in all areas of learning except Language, 
literacy and communication skills in Welsh first language, which exceeded the 
national average by 7.0 percentage points. Where performance was below the 
national average, the difference reduced in 2016.

 At Key stage 2, the Merthyr Tydfil CBC average for pupils achieving level 5 or 
above was below the national average by between 0.7 to 5.4 percentage points 
in the core subjects. The difference from the national average has decreased in 
all core subjects except Welsh first language.

 At Key stage 3, the Merthyr Tydfil CBC average for pupils achieving level 6 or 
above was below the national average by between 2.9 to 7.1 percentage points 
in the core subjects. The difference from the national average has decreased in 
all core subjects

 At key stage 4, 11.9% of pupils achieved 5 GCSEs grade A*-A or equivalent in 
2016, compared with 10.2% in 2015. Performance is 4.0 percentage points below 
the national average and when compared to other local authorities Merthyr Tydfil 
CBC is ranked 18th out of 22.

4.4 Pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

 Pupils with ALN are outperformed by pupils not identified with ALN  at all key 
stages.  National figures for 2016 are not yet available, and so outcomes have 
been compared to national figures for 2015.

 At Foundation phase, pupils identified as School Action (SA) within Merthyr Tydfil 
CBC perform better than pupils do nationally.  Those identified as School Action 
Plus (SA+) and who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs (SEN) do 
not perform as well as pupils nationally.  

 At Key stage 2, pupils identified as SA, SA+ and those with a Statement of SEN 
within Merthyr Tydfil CBC do not perform as well as those nationally.

 At Key stage 3, pupils identified as SA within Merthyr Tydfil CBC perform better 
than pupils do nationally.  However, pupils identified as SA+ and those with a 
Statement of SEN do not perform as well as those nationally.

 At Key stage 4, pupils identified as SA+ perform better than pupils nationally at 
the Level 2 Threshold including English/Welsh and mathematics, pupils at school 
action and those with a statement of SEN do not perform as well as pupils 
nationally.



4.5 Children and Young People Looked After

 The performance of Children and Young People Looked After is variable due to 
the small numbers of pupils within the cohort.  However, the achievement levels 
of looked after children remain some way below that of all other pupils.

4.6 Ethnic minority pupils

 At the 2016 Pupil Level School Census (PLASC), 7.8% of the statutory school 
age population were from ethnic groups other than White British, of which the 
largest ethnic group was Polish (3.2%).  Due to the small number of pupils within 
each ethnic group performance is variable.

 At Foundation phase, pupils from ethnic groups other than White British make up 
7.9% of the cohort, 4.8% of which are Polish.  Overall pupils from a non-White 
British ethnic background do not achieve as well as pupils from a White British 
ethnic background. However, the performance of pupils from some ethnic groups 
is better than the performance of White British pupils at Foundation phase.  In 
2016, 85.3% of Polish pupils achieved the Foundation phase outcome indicator 
compared with 89.3% of white British pupils.

 At Key stage 2, pupils from ethnic groups other than White British make up 5.9% 
of the cohort, 3.5% of which are Polish.  Overall pupils from a non-White British 
ethnic background perform better than pupils from a White British ethnic 
background at key stage 2.  Polish pupils perform better than pupils from a White 
British background, with 93.8% of Polish pupils achieving the KS2 CSI compared 
to 89% of white British pupils.

 At Key stage 3, pupils from ethnic groups other than White British make up 6.2% 
of the cohort, 2.8% of which are Polish.  Overall pupils from a non-White British 
ethnic background do not achieve as well as pupils from a White British ethnic 
background.  The performance of Polish pupils is not as good with 81.3% of 
Polish pupils achieving the KS3 CSI compared with 86.9% of white British pupils.

 At Key stage 4, pupils from ethnic groups other than White British make up 6.4% 
of the cohort. Pupils from mixed and other ethnic backgrounds perform better 
than white British pupils at the Level 2 Threshold including English/Welsh and 
mathematics.

4.7 Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)

 Pupils with EAL are in categories A (new to English) to E (Fluent) depending 
upon the stage of their language development.  There are small numbers of 
pupils within each category at each stage so performance is variable.

 At Foundation phase, pupils who are in category B do not perform as well as 
pupils who have English or Welsh as a first language.  All other pupils with EAL 
perform better than pupils who do not have EAL.



 At Key stage 2, pupils who are in categories A and C do not perform as well as 
pupils who have English or Welsh as a first language.  All other pupils with EAL 
perform better than pupils who do not have EAL.

 At Key stage 3, pupils in categories B and C do not perform as well as pupils who 
have English or Welsh as a first language, all other pupils with EAL perform 
better than pupils who do not have EAL.

 At Key stage 4 in the Level 2 Threshold including English/Welsh and 
mathematics, pupils in category B and D do not perform as well as pupils who 
have English or Welsh as a first language, and all other pupils with EAL perform 
better than pupils who do not have EAL.

5.0 AMBITION: WHERE WE WANT TO BE

5.1 Our ambition is to be ranked within the top 10 local authorities in Wales by 2016. As 
a result of the rate of progress the targets have been increased for 2015/16 and 
2016/17.

6.0 WHAT WE NEED TO DO NEXT 

6.1 The key priority is to evaluate and improve the provision for 
 pupils with Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
 Children and Young People Looked After 

7.0 CONTRIBUTION TO CORPORATE PRIORITIES

7.1 Improving the performance of groups of pupils contributes substantially to the 
capacity to achieve the corporate priority of raising standards of attainment.
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 
Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 

of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 



Appendix 1
Glossary of Terms

Comparators
Family of
schools

Comparison between similar schools
A small group of schools that is similar because they face similar challenges.

Free School
Meals 
Benchmarking 
(FSM)

Comparison between similar  schools
A larger group of schools that is similar because they have a similar % of pupils 
in receipt of FSMs.
The bands are up to 10%, 10%-15%, 15%- 20%, 20%-30% above 30% for 
secondary.
The bands are up to 8%, 8%-16%, 16%-24%, 24%-32% above 32% for primary.

WAG Value 
Added 
Summary

Comparison between pupils’ prior and current attainment
An analysis of how well children perform relative to prior attainment.

Glossary
Foundation
phase

Nursery, reception and Years 1-2.

KS2 Key Stage 2 Years 3-6.
KS3 Key Stage 3 Years 7-9.
KS4 Key Stage 4 Years 10-11.
KS5 Key Stage 5 Years 12-13.
Level 4+ Expected level of attainment at the end of KS2.
Level 5+ Expected level of attainment at the end of KS3.
Level 6+ Expected level of attainment plus one level at the end of KS3.
CSI Core subject Indicator. To achieve the CSI children must attain level

5+ in English, mathematics and science.
Core subjects The core subjects are English, mathematics and science.
Foundatio
n subjects

The foundation subjects are all the other subjects other than the core subjects.

ATs Attainment Targets in English. These are oracy, reading and writing.
RWM Attainment at level 5+ in reading, writing and mathematics in combination.

RWM+S Attainment at level 5+ in reading, writing, mathematics and science in
combination.

FSM BMQ Free School Meal Benchmark Quarter position.  Attainment in a FSM
band is divided into 4 quarters, two above the median and two below the median.

WAG VA
summary

Welsh Assembly Government Value Added summary.  An indication of how well pupils 
perform compared to prior attainment and estimated performance.

Attainment Attainment in national tests, the qualifications that they gain.
Achievement Attainment measured against estimated performance based on prior attainment.

L1TH Volume of qualifications equivalent to 5 GCSE’s at A*-G.
L2TH Volume of qualifications equivalent to 5 GCSE’s at A*-C.
L2TH+ Volume  of  qualifications  equivalent  to  5  GCSE’s  at  A*-C  including

English and mathematics.
CWPS Capped Wider Points Score. The quality of qualifications attained across the 8 highest 

scoring GCSEs.


